PUPPETS THROUGH AMERICA
Miss Batchelder is the enterprising lady who obtained her
Master's degree of the Ohio State University with a mario-
nette production of The Birds by Aristophanes. She is now
a member of the University staff, and her Puppet Players is
an organisation connected with the Department of Fine
Arts.
This performance was carried out by rod puppets, figures
held from below the stage on a stiff rod, and which have a
very restricted movement of simple turns and arm liftings.
The scene was without a proscenium, a large plastic setting
with a castle tower ten feet high, heavy walls and solid Gothic
arches. Clever lighting changed with the play, and there
was music specially composed by Charles Martin Loeffler.
I may as well confess that I have not the faintest idea of
what the play is about, but I know that Miss Batchelder's
production made my flesh creep, and it produced such a
weird poetic atmosphere that I read a number of stories
into the tones, the lightings and deep emotions evoked by
the symbolic movements of the uncanny figures. The scene
of the Three Fates, if that is what they are, stealing the
infant Tintagiles was powerful and terrible, and the final
scene of a little lonely figure agitated at the closed door of
the turret was heartrending. Miss Batchelder presented the
performance as an experiment, which she felt free to make
as her living is not directly dependent upon the production.
As the play is called by Maeterlinck " A Play for Mario-
nettes ", it was exceedingly interesting to see this adventurous
production.
In the evening we gave our performance to an hilarious
audience. We were relieved because the serious tone of the
preceding productions had made us wonder if a solemn
fashion had got the American movement by the neck. But
they laughed, these good American puppet artists, and I
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